
Miscellany.
LARREY 'S EXPERIENCE WITH FROST

BITE.
In the issue of the Journal for January 21,

we published an item describing Larrey's per-
sonal experience in the Battle of Waterloo. The
British Medical Journal in commenting on the
frequently of frost bite during the present trench
warfare in Flanders has recently referred to
Larrey's experience on this subject. In the third
volume of his Mémoires de Chirurgie Militaire,
Paris, 1812, Larrey devotes a special chapter to
the subject of gangrene caused by cold.
"This gangrène de congélation, as he calls it,

was one of the worst troubles the surgeons had
to deal with after the battle of Eylau, which
was fought on February 8th, 1807. Only a
small number of the men of the advanced guards
escaped. In some the gangrene was limited to
the epidermis of the toes or heels; in others the
mortification attacked the tissue of the skin more
deeply over a greater or smaller extent, causing
the loss of toes or of the whole foot. Larrey
notes that although for some days before and
after the battle the men had been exposed to the
most severe frost, they did not suffer in their
extremities. The Imperial Guard, in particular,
had stood in the snow, hardly moving for more
than twenty-four hours, yet not one of the men
had his feet frozen. Then suddenly the tem-
perature rose several degrees and a thaw set in.
At once a number of the men felt intense pain
in the feet and numbness, heaviness -and ting-
ling in the extremities. The affected parts were
dark red in color, but not much swollen. In
some cases there was slight redness towards the
base of the toes and on the dorsum of the foot; in
others the toes, had lost movement, sensibility,
and heat, and were already (blackened and dried
up. Those who went to the fires of the bivouacs
to warm themselves suffered most; the wounded
in the field hospitals escaped because they had
no chance of doing this. The progress of the dis-
ease was rapid, but it seldom extended beyond
the toes and only rarely spread above the malle-
oli. Larrey insists that sphacelus of the foot
must not be confused with gangrene of the skin.
Tt often happened, he says, that a greater or less
extent of the skin of the foot became mortified,
without the vessels, deep nerves, tendons, liga-
ments or bones becoming gangrenous; in that
case thef patient felt pain when the subjacent
parts were touched, but he could move his feet,
and the internal heat was preserved. Sphacelus,
on the other hand, deprived the limb of move-
ment, sensibility, and all the properties that
characterize life; the patient could not feel his
foot, and it seemed to him that a foreign liody
hung to his leg. If the mortification was super-
ficial, the eschars usually became detached be-
tween the ninth and thirteenth days, leaving a
sore which quickly healed. If the whole of the
limb was necrosed the patient succumbed to the

sepsis which followed the separation of the
eschars.
"Larrey expresses the belief that unless the

patient has been exposed to the influenc of the
cold long enough to produce local asphyxia, and
unless a second 'sedative or narcotic cause' such
as alcohol is cooperating with it internally, the
partial or general gangrene does not occur while
the cold lasts. Travellers pass the Alps and the
Pryenees in the most rigorous cold without evil
consequences as long as the temperature does
not change. The Poles choose the time when
the frost is likely to last to go on long and diffi- -

cult journeys by caravan, but they dread such
journeys at the times when the temperature is
variable. During Napoleon's campaign in Hol-
land a large number of men had their feet
'frozen,' but this happened only when thaw set
in. Larrey, therefore, holds that cold is only
a predisposing cause, the sudden application of
heat being the determining factor. When the
affected parts have already lost mobility and
natural heat, and sensibility is blunted, frictions
with snow and melted ice are the best means of
exciting the paralyzed vessels to healthy action.
He recommended that the circulation should be
maintained by the successive application of spir-
ituous and camphorated tonics, the gradual ad-
ministration of cordials internally, dry and hot
friction over all the body, and continuous but
moderate exercise. If there were no snow or
melted ice handy he advised that coarse cold red
wine, vinegar, and camphorated brandy, made
cold by plunging it into spring water should be
used instead. In hopeless cases amputation
when the line of demarcation had formed was,
he said, the only course open to the surgeon. ' '

EUGENICS AND MODERN WARFARE.
Boston, August 27, 1915.

Mr. Editor: In an editorial in the issue of the
Journal for Aug. 20 you present most ably one side
of the question of the eugenic, or rather dysgenic,
effect, of modern methods of warfare.
On the other hand, it is probably true that other

aspects of the question ought also to be considered.
For better or for worse civilization has hitherto ad-
vanced, and on the whole grown better, in spite, if not
as a result, of war. War bel ween nations Is nfter all
only one manifestation of the animate straggle for
existence, so impersonal, relentless, and cruel among
the lower animals, yet nevertheless a biologic phe-
nomenon even among men.
As a matter of fact war does not kill or hopelessly

cripple all the best men who engage in it. Some of
the young and vigorous survive to have children, and
some have left issue before going to their death. It is
commonly alleged that a war injures the victorious
nation more than the vanquished, yet there are ex-
amples in history to the contrary. Caesar found the
Belgians the bravest of all Oauls; yet, though their
land, the cockpit of Europe, has been drenched with
blood for nineteen centuries, their race has remained
prolific, hardy, and seems to have lost none of its
virile and sturdy physical and moral qualities. More-
over, the example of France has shown the tremendous
regenerative powers of nature, In races as well as in
individuals.
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BELGIAN PHYSICIANS' RELIEF FUND.

Report of Treasurer for the Week Endino Aug. 21.
contributions.

Dr. fi. N. Kreider, Springfield, 111. $ 5.00
Dr. Hugh A. Cuthbertsoii, Chicago, 111. 10.00

Receipts for the week ending August 21. $15.00
Previously reported receipts.$7814.8-1
Less error, Dr. Dowd credited twice.. 25.00

$7789.84
Total receipts.$7804.84
Total disbursements.$7310.04
Balance.$ 494.80

F. F. Simpson. M.D., Treasurer,
7048 Jenkins Arcade Bldg.,

Pittsburg, Pa.

SOCIETY NOTICE.
Essex North District Medical Society.—A quar-

terly meeting of the Essex North District Medical So-
ciety will be held at the Dnnvers State Hospital.
Ilathorne Station (Tel. Danvers •"." i Wednesday, Sept.
8, 1015, at 4 p.m. sharp, upoD invitation of Dr, Kline,
Superintendent.
The meeting will be held jointly with the Essex

South, and Dr. C. F. Withington of Boston, president
of The Massachusetts Medical Society, has accepted
an invitation to be present.
Paper will be presented as follows : Dr. H, A. Hare,

of Philadelphia, Professor of Therapeutics and Diag-

iiosis in Jefferson Medical College, upon "Certain
Facts of Interest About the Cardiovascular System."
Free discussion desired (five minutes each).
A buffet lunch will be served after the meeting.
Let us have a large attendance to welcome our

illustrious speaker and to enjoy pleasant social inter-
course with Essex South under the roof of Dr. Kline's
splendid hospital.
The next meeting of the Censors will be held at Ho-

tel Bartlett, Haverbill. Thursday, Nov. 11, 1915, at
1' P.M. sharp. Candidates for admission to the Society
should bring their diploma.
The Committee on Membership of this Society in-

vites and desires the members to invite every con-
scientious, skillful physician, eligible to membership
in the Society, and residing within its jurisdiction, to
Mlipear before the Censors of Essex North at their
meeting on Nov. 11, 1915.

V. A. Reed, M.D., President.
J. Forrest Burniiam, M.D., Secreten/,

99 Bradford Street,
Lawrence, Mass., August 81, 1915.

RECENT DEATHS.
Dr. Ammi Ward Follett, of Somerville, Mass., died

at his home in that city. August 15, aged 57 years. He
was born in Royalton, Vt, January 27, 3858, was
graduated from the Dartmouth Medical School in 1SS1
and was for five years assistant superintendent, of the
Untier Hospital. Providence. Dr. Follett had prac-
tised in Somerville since 1SS8. He was a Fellow of
The Massachusetts Medical Society and of the Ameri-
can Medical Association and was a Mason. He is sur-
vived by B wife and two sisters.
Dit. Paul Ehrlich, who died of heart disease on

Aug. 20 at Bad Homburg, was born in 1S54. He was
famed as the inventor of salvarsan; and in 1908 was
awarded one-half of the Nobel prize in medicine for
that year.

Da. Charles E. Finlay, who died on Aug. 21, in
Havana, Cuba, was born at. Camaguey in 1S>>. He
was a member of Reed's original Yellow Fever Com-
mission, in 1898, but had retired from his profession,
some time ago.
Dr. James Charles Fahey died at Northampton,

Mass., August 24, aged 4S years. He was a graduate
of tiie University of Vermont College of Medicine in
1891 and had practised in Northampton since that
date, being a Fellow of The Massachusetts Medical
Society and of the American Medical Association. He
was city physician from 1890 to 1900. He is survived
by a widow and three children.
Dr. Joseph Lawrence Hicks, who died recently at

Flushing, Long Island, N. Y., was born in 1S34. After
graduating from the Polytechnic School at Troy, N. Y.,
he received the degree of M.D. from the New York
College of Physicians and Surgeons. For many years
he was visiting physician to the Flushing (L. I.) Hos-
pital, until bis retirement in 1911.
Dr. Edmund F. Woods, who died at the sinking of

the Arabic on Aug. 19, was born at Aldborongh, Nor-
folk, England, in 1S54. Coming to the United States
in 1800, he obtained his early education in Ohio and
Wisconsin. He obtained the degree of M.D. in 1S80
from the Indiana Medical College, and until 1SS9
practised his profession in Darlington, Wis. He then
removed to Janesville, Wis., where he continued un-
til the outbreak of the European War. He is survived
by his widow.

APPOINTMENTS.
University of Nebraska.—Dr. Max Morse has been

appointed assistant professor of biochemistry.
Western Reserve University,—Dr. William Evans

Itritiiiier lias been appointed professor of ophthal-
mology ; Dr. II. II. McGregor, instructor in biochem-
istry; Dr. C. D. Christie, director of the clinical re-
search laboratory; and Dr. Russell J. Collins, demon-
strator of pharmacology.

Perhaps, in the long run, a peaceable nation suffers
more, eugenically speaking, from war than does a
belligerent people; and the experience of time seems
to have shown that ultimately the race which can beat
another in war is really the superior, mentally and
physically, and will survive, at least until It succumbs
to other adverse conditions. Doubtless a great war is
always a great calamity, yet It Is one which civiliza-
tion has always hitherto survived. Indeed, it is an
arguable question whether civilization itself does not
sometimes involve evils more perilous to the race,
from a eugenic standpoint, even than those of war,
which seems and in fact is, the temporary negation of
civilization.
After all, tills question, like many others, seems hard

to settle by a priori theory or opinion. The thing
which really makes the present European War by far
the most momentous in history is not its extent and
Intensity, but (he fact that it is probably going far to
answer, by tho experimental method, so many prob-
lems, biologic, eugenic, moral, philosophic, political,
social. It is a cosily experiment, but, since it has be-
fallen, should hopefully be regarded not as a fatal
catastrophe.

Very truly yours,
Audi Alteram Partem.

AMERICAN SURGEONS IN FRANCO-
PRUSSIAN WAR.
IS West Cedar Street, Boston.

Mr Editor: May I inquire through the Journal if
any of your readers know of American doctors who
were in the Prussian service In the Franco-Prussian
War? I was stationed at Pont-a-Monton, 17 miles
from Metz. Dr. Avory, now or recently living in
Brooklyn, N. Y., was with me, but I can learn of no
other surviving.

Washington B. Trull, M.D.
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